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                    Abstract

This article considers Milton’s imagery and allusions in Paradise Lost, with special focus on the Vallombrosa simile and the bird simile of Book 6. I argue that Milton’s iconographic and allusive technique in some of his similes could best be described with recourse to Eisenstein’s theory of montage. The Russian director originally used characteristic sections of Milton’s epic (among other works) to illustrate the functioning of narrative montage. The theory, however, could and should be extended to cover the visual and allusive aspects or levels of the Miltonic narrative. Such an interpretation would not only throw new light on key elements of Miltonic enargeia, but also help us reconsider important strains in Milton criticism.
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